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Giving continues
BY JENNIFER SIM-

MONS
Managing Editor

ROCHELLE — After 
more than 30 years, the 
Needy Family Food and 
Toy Drive committee de-
cided to dissolve the group 
this year.

What began as a cham-
ber sponsored event in the 
mid-1980s continued when 
Jean Tess — a Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
director at one time — left 
her position and took on 
the task of organizing the 
yearly event.

“When Jean left her 
position with the chamber 
she decided to continue the 
Needy Family Food and Toy 
Drive as the chamber was 
no longer going to spon-
sor the event,” committee 
member Dave Waltrip said. 

“That was in 1999.”
The committee of Tess, 

Waltrip, Lois Hultgren (25 
years) and Missy King (22 
years) took over organizing 
and coordinating the food 
and toy drive until this year.

And with the ending of 
the annual fundraising ef-
fort, the committee decided 
to donate the remainder of 
funds before completely 
closing the door to a long-
time event.

On Thursday, the com-
mittee presented a check in 
the amount of $4,142.72 to 
Rochelle Area Community 
Foundation’s Cal Jacobs 
and Jim Tolan with the stip-
ulation that the money be 
placed in the foundation’s 
efforts for hunger relief — 
a fund that has grown to 
more than $150,000 since 
its inception.

Over the years the event 

❏ Group passes on leftover funds to foundation

was strongly supported by 
the Rochelle Fire Depart-
ment who accepted and 

stored the donations of toys 
and employees at Rochelle 
Foods who collected and 

wrapped toys from employ-
ees each year as well as 
taking monetary donations 

to be used toward the pur-
chase of food for the Needy 
Family Food and Toy Drive. 

Needy Family Food and Toy Drive committee members presented funds to the Rochelle Area Community Foundation 
Thursday. The committee decided that they were no longer going to carry on the long-time fundraising event. Pictured 
are Lois Hultgren, Jim Tolan of the RACF, Cal Jacobs of the RACF, Jean Tess, Missy King and Dave Waltrip. (Photo by 
Jennifer Simmons)

Community 
foundation kicks off 

annual campaign
ROCHELLE – Envi-

sion with us, a generous, 
vibrant and sustainable 
community.  A place where 
people bring their best to 
collaborate, working to-
gether to bring big dreams 
to life.    

Now in its fifth year 
as a nation-
a l  a n n u a l 
event, #Giv-
ingTuesday 
serves as a 
reminder and 
opportunity 
for individu-
als to donate 
to charitable 
o r g a n i z a -
tions on the 
fi rst Tuesday 
f o l l o w i n g 
Thanksgiv-
ing. Local-
ly, the Ro-
chelle Area 
Community 
Foundation 
is a perfect 
way to help 
a large num-
ber of impor-
tant agencies 
that make a 
d i f f e r e n c e 
right here in 
the Rochelle area with 
your one gift. 

This year, Abraham’s 
Bar & Grille, the Flight 
Deck, New York Bagel 
Shop and Cypress House 
have chosen to Be A Part 
of the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
by giving back 10 percent 
of each purchase made 
on Giving Tuesday.  By 
enjoying lunch or dinner 
at these local restaurants 
on Giving Tuesday, you are 
making a difference in the 
lives of many right here in 
Rochelle.

“In 2016 alone, the 
Foundation awarded over 
$50,000 in grants to local 
organizations,” explained 
RACF executive director 
Kim Montgomery. “We 
were able to grant requests 
to 33 programs that impact 
people in the community 

we serve, the places where 
we live and work.” 

Donations to the Ro-
chelle Area Community 
Foundation are tax deduct-
ible and the dollars received 
are permanently invested 
with the earnings each year 
providing a pool of funds 

that are used to 
provide grants 
to deserving 
non-profi t or-
ganizations. 
This method 
of charitable 
giving ensures 
the availabil-
ity of grant 
awards year 
after year.

Give 

now
With the 

help of our lo-
cal newspaper, 
it’s simple to 
participate in 
#GivingTues-
day and give 
now to the 
Rochelle Area 
Community 
Foundation.

A l i g h t 
green envelope has been 
inserted in this very edition 
of today’s Rochelle News-
Leader. Just make out a 
check to the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, 
insert it into the green enve-
lope and drop it in the mail. 
Suggested amounts are 
provided on the envelope, 
but a gift in any amount is 
appreciated.

“It’s that simple, but it 
can make such a big differ-
ence,” Montgomery added. 
“During this time of giving 
and good will, any dona-
tion to the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
annual campaign is one that 
will help to build a strong 
foundation for the future.” 

To learn more about 
the Rochelle Area Com-
munity Foundation, visit 
the organization’s website 
at rochellefoundation.org.

“We were 
able to grant 
requests 
to 33 
programs 
that impact 
people in the 
community 
we serve, 
the places 
where we 
live and 
work.” 

Kim Montgomery


